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Application No. 

09/852,106 


Applicant(s) 

FRISCH ETAL 


Examiner 

Alton N. Pryor 


Art Unit 

1616 


Idre&s — 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be t.mely filed 

flU teri^Sv LSa Xve is wC!".' -ply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be consider*, timely. . 

: NoS fc S KJSS^S n= Ll^rJL apphr and will empire SIX (6) commumcafion. 
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S.C. § 133). 
Any reply reS by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communicate, even .f tamely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

"!)□ Responsive to communication^) filed on 13 February 2004. 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) 1-8. 13-16. 19.? n, 92 25-28 and 31-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 8.31-34 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1-7. 13-16. 19.20 22 and 25-28 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Q All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/852, 1 06 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1616 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's RCE arguments filed 2/13/04 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

I. Rejection of claims 1-4,6,7,13-16,22,25-28 and 21-24 under 35 USC 
102(b) as being anticipated by Firsch on record will be maintained for reasons on record 
and reasons as follows. Applicant argues that Firsch does not teach or suggest that the 
electrostatic interaction between an agrochemical active having cationic functional 
groups with an anionic polymer which result in the control release of the active. 
Examiner argues that although Firsch does not explicitly state that there exist a cationic 
/ anionic electrostatic interaction between the active and polymer to result in control 
release of the active, this is an inherent property of the composition since Firsch 
suggests the instant combination of the exact ingredients elected. Applicant argues that 
Firsch's combination does not provide the slow release mechanism. Like in instant 
claims, Firsch teaches a method / combination comprising ligninsulfonate and 
glufosinate. The ligninsulfonate and glufosinate in the prior art would have the same 
structural functionality as the ligninsulfonate and glufosinate in the instant invention. 
Therefore, it is inherent that the prior art method would exhibit control release property 
caused by an electrostatic interaction between the two molecules as well as increase 
crop selectivity when applied to the crop. 
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Rejection of claims 5,19,20 under 35 USC 103(a) as being obvious over 



Firsch on record will be maintained for reasons on record and reasons as follows. See 
argument supporting the maintenance of 35 USC 102(b) rejection above. 

III. Elected invention comprising ligninsulfonate and glufosinate is not 
allowable. See art rejection above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alton N. Pryor whose telephone number is 703 308- 
4691. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jose Dees can be reached on 703 308-4628. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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